Charting new HMO territory. The action was in the Northeast last week, as WellPoint moved on WellChoice, and HIP-Group Health merger announced.
Consolidation in the industry made bigger strides last week, with two large managed-care deals and an information technology merger. While some fear the insurer deals will put even more price pressure on physicians and hospitals, the GE Healthcare-IDX merger drew some praise. James Thrall, left, of Massachusetts General Hospital, says it's likely to improve integration of radiology systems.